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Purpose of Inspection

•Determine the level of 
compliance at your facility 
with the PCB regulations 
codified as 40 CFR Part 761
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PCB Compliance Inspections: 
How Sites are Selected

• Scheduled through EPA region 6 on 
a neutral selection scheme

• Scheduled due to a complaint from a 
member of the public

• Referral from other agencies or EPA 
offices

• Conducted unannounced, but during 
normal business hours
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Inspection Process

•Opening conference
–Presentation of credentials
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Inspector’s Credentials
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Opening Conference

–Signing of 
TSCA Notice of Inspection Form
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Opening Conference (Cont.)

–Signing of 
TSCA Inspection Confidentiality Notice



7/3/03



7/3/03

Opening Conference (Cont.)

–Discuss Facility’s operation 
and PCB History
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Records review
– Annual document logs §761.180(a)(2)

• Can the PCB inventory be accurately 
followed through the years in your 
annual document logs?

– Annual records §761.180(a)(1)
• Waste manifests
• Certificates of destruction

– Leak check records §761.30(a)(1)(ix)
– Spill reports §761.125(c)(5)



7/3/03

Inspection Process (Cont.)
• Physical site tour

– Known PCB equipment in use
Marks
Leaks
Spills

– Long term and temporary storage for 
disposal facilities
Length of storage
Leak inspection records
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Storage Unit §761.65(b)(1)
• MUST have:

–Adequate roof and walls
–Adequate floor with continuous 

6” high curbing
–Adequate containment volume
–No cracks or openings
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Storage Unit (Cont.)

•Also MUST have:
–Continuous, smooth, non-
porous floor surface

–Located above 100 yr. 
Flood plain
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Inspection Process (Cont.)
• Physical site tour (Cont.)

–Substations owned by the inspected 
entity

–Capacitor banks
– Possible sample collection

Wipe
Soil
Oil
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Comparison of cleanup under the PCB spill cleanup 
policy and the self-implementing cleanup of PCB 

Remediation Waste
Query Spill Cleanup Policy Self-Implementing Disposal

When can the spill have 
occurred?

Fresh spills No restriction

When must cleanup begin? Within 48 hours of the spill No limit

Site size restrictions Approximately 20 feet in diameter None, designed for moderate sized sites (less than 
one acre)

Notification to EPA Required? Greater than 10 Lbs. EPA TSCA 
program
Greater than 1 lb. EPA CERCLA 
program

§761.61(b) does not REQUIRE notification to EPA 
to perform cleanup

Cleanup levels Depends on where the spill is and the 
kind of material (soil or impervious 
surface)

Depends on where the spill is and the kind of 
material (bulk PCB remediation waste/porous 
surface, non-porous surface or liquid

Post-Cleanup Verification 
Sampling

Horizontal/vertical grid, maximum 
number of samples is 40, options for 
other procedures

Square-based grid, no limit on number of samples, 
options for other procedures

Penalty for spill? There is a presumption against 
enforcement

Possible

Disposal of Cleanup Wastes Based on the concentration of the 
original spilled material

Based on the concentration of the waste as found.
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Time limit for PCB disposal 
§761.65(a)(1)

• Total disposal limit from date out of 
service is 1 year
– Recommend 9 months for 

Generator 
– Recommend 3 months for 

Disposer
– DOT allows 5 days for Transporter
– Not applicable if storing for reuse
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Inspection Process (Conc.)

• The inspector reviews the findings and 
observations:

• Closing conference
– Discuss possible deficiencies
– Discuss ways to come into compliance, 

if necessary
– Sign TSCA receipt for samples and 

documents form(s)
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Common Disposal 
Deficiencies

•Both leaks and spills 
constitute improper disposal
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Leak or Leaking §761.3

Means ANY instance in which 
a PCB article, PCB container 
or PCB equipment has ANY
PCBs on ANY portion of its 
external surface
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Spills §761.3
Means both intentional and 
unintentional spills, leaks, and other 
uncontrolled discharges where the 
release results in ANY quantity of 
PCBs running off or about to run off 
the external surface of the 
equipment or other PCB source, as 
well as the contamination resulting 
from those releases.
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Common Disposal Deficiencies 
(Conc.)

• Make sure the disposal facility you 
select is authorized and aware of 
the regulatory requirements 
(TSCA, RCRA, state, local, etc.)

• http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/pcb/stordisp.html
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PCB Marking §761.40
• Mark all required items:

–Containers
–Transformers
–Capacitors
–Storage units

• Purpose of marking is a visible
warning to anyone servicing or 
inspecting the items/units
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Record Requirements
• Must have ALL records required by 

regulations, subpart B, D, G, J and K 
(when applicable)

• Records must be complete and 
accurate

• Good record keeping habits and 
record retention can save 
considerable time and money.
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How to Contact Us?
• Texas department of health

– 1-800-572-5548
– (512) 834-6610
– Gordon.Leeks@tdh.State.tx.Us
– Ken.Ofunrein@tdh.State.tx.Us
– http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/beh/asbestos/TSCA/pcbs.h

tm
• U.S. EPA, Lou Roberts

– Roberts.Lou@epa.Gov
– (214) 665-7579
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